
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Farandouleto Morançon  

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 148): 

Leader:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

People:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for God commanded 
 and they were created. 

Leader:  Praise the Lord from the earth! 

People:  Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

Leader:  Praise the Lord all creatures; young men and women alike, old 
 and young together! 

People:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for the Lord's glory is 
 above earth and heaven! 

* HYMN 22 Angels, from the Realms of Glory  Regent Square 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that too often our Christmas stands in 
contrast to what happened at Bethlehem in such simple and humble 
surroundings.  Forgive us when we forget the value of simplicity and 
get swept into the desire for more.  O God, take hold of our hearts 
anew with the wonder and the joy of the birth of Christ.  Help us to 
understand that the most precious gifts of all are those that arise from 
Christ-centered lives.  Remind us that you sent Jesus into the world 
not to judge us, but to save us.  May our words, our thoughts, and  
our actions forever speak of your love.  In the name of Jesus we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)           Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo” 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 



 

 

THE BAPTISM OF ALDEN MICHAEL SHORTER  

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 36 In the Bleak Midwinter  Cranham 

+ Children and Youth remain for Worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

ANTHEM Sweet Little Jesus Boy Max Reger
  RYAN ALLEN, BASS 

SECOND LESSON Luke 2:22-40 

SERMON                              “Done” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   



  

 

OFFERTORY The Birthday of A King Neidlinger 
  RYAN ALLEN, BASS 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 38 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  Carol 

* BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE In a Rustic Stable Morançon 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (NRSV) 
 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in 
my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring up before all the nations. 
 62For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that 
the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the 
hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Luke 2:22-40 (NRSV) 
 When the time came for their purification according to the law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be 
designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will 



  

 

be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36There was 
also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after 
her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never  
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to  
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39When they had finished everything required by the law  
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor 
of God was upon him. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


